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Supporting All ChildrenSupporting All Children’’s s 
Language DevelopmentLanguage Development
ECHD Language and Literacy
Lisa Van Thiel
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Goals for this sessionGoals for this session
By the end of this module participants should be 

able to 
• Demonstrate ability to identify potential delays 

that impact language development.
• Demonstrate how culture and bilingualism impact 

l  d l  language development. 
• Know when and where to refer families.
• Collaborate with other professionals to support all 

learners. 
• Make appropriate adaptations and 

accommodations in the classroom to support all 
children in developing language and literacy skills.

Quick Inquiry Quick Inquiry 
Write, think of or draw your responses quietly.Write, think of or draw your responses quietly.

1. Who is the number one 
user of closed captioning?

2 Why do you use curb cuts? 2. Why do you use curb cuts? 

3. What are the benefits of 
unisex bathrooms?  

Image courtesy of Getty Images 
(http://cache2.gicpic.cn/smallimg/newsmlimg1/154900
0/200374158-001.jpg)

What is Universal Design?What is Universal Design?

Image courtesy of Valley Library

Consider the needs of the broadest possible 
range of users from the beginning.

Image courtesy of Valley Library 
(http://www.flickr.com/photos/osuvall
eylibrary/490439366/) 2007 
Attribution-NonCommercial-
ShareAlike 2.0 Generic (CC BY-NC-
SA 2.0) 

Universal Design isUniversal Design is
a set of principles for curriculum development 
that give all individuals equal opportunities to 
learn.

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) provides a 
bl i t f  ti  i t ti l l  blueprint for creating instructional goals, 
methods, materials, and assessments that work 
for everyone--not a single, one-size-fits-all 
solution but rather flexible approaches that can 
be customized and adjusted for individual 
needs.

http://www.cast.org/udl/

Who Benefits from 
Accommodations?

 What accommodations do 
you provide for students? 

 How time-consuming are 
they for you? 

 How could they benefit 
other students? Image courtesy of Maine Government 

(http://www.maine.gov/education/images/disabilitypic.jpg)
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Drawbacks of Drawbacks of 
AccommodationsAccommodations

 Each solves only one student’s 
problem

 They can be costly y y

 They can be time-consuming

 They highlight different learning 
styles

Image courtesy of Geograph 
(http://s0.geograph.org.uk/geophotos/01/52/65/
1526582_1314a152.jpg) 2009 Attribution-
ShareAlike 2.0 Generic (CC BY-SA 2.0)

Quick Inquiry Quick Inquiry 
Write, think of or draw your responses quietly.Write, think of or draw your responses quietly.

1. Who is the number one 
user of closed captioning?

2 Why do you use curb cuts? 2. Why do you use curb cuts? 

3. What are the benefits of 
unisex bathrooms?  

Image courtesy of Getty Images 
(http://cache2.gicpic.cn/smallimg/newsmlimg1/154900
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Universal DesignUniversal Design
• Emphasizes meeting individual needs of a broad 

range of students

• Provides alternative ways to engage learners in 
the learning process

• Enhances access to the curriculum and 
instruction

• Removes physical barriers

• Provides flexibility without watering down the 
curriculum

The primary vehicles for 
children’s learning, play, and 
language development are 
both child-initiated and 
adult supported through 

UCD Benefits UCD Benefits AllAll

Image courtesy of Inmagine 
(http://images.inmagine.com/img/sassystock/
unx202/u14094991.jpg) Sassystock Royalty-
Free

adult-supported through 
active interaction with 
adults and peers, as well as 
through exploration of 
materials.

UCD: Four Key ElementsUCD: Four Key Elements

1. Curriculum

2. Instruction 

3. Assessment 

4. Environment 

Curriculum Curriculum 

1. Construct a meaningful 
and relevant curriculum

2. Determine the specific 
content, skills, and 
strategies 

3. Ask the question, “How 
will the students access 
the information?”

4. Provide flexible media 
and materials

5. Motivate and engage

Image courtesy of Shifting Pixel 
(http://slir1.shiftingpixel.com/slir/w900/wp-
content/uploads/2007/10/cute-kid.jpg) 2007 
Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.5 License
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UCD Strategies for the UCD Strategies for the 
CurriculumCurriculum
◦ Presents each component of the 

curriculum in more than one way 

◦ Incorporates student interestsIncorporates student interests

◦ Values the process of exploration and 
discovery 

Strategies for the UCDStrategies for the UCD

◦ Use books with audio counterparts 
◦ Provide students with a choice about how 

they want to engage with the curriculum 
C   i i i  h  i  h  ◦ Create two activities that incorporate the 
same curriculum, and allow students to 
choose which one they would like to 
work with
◦ Choose books and activities that are 

culturally responsive

InstructionInstruction

 Provide multiple and flexible methods of 
instruction

 Provide multiple models of correct 
performance  opportunities and supportperformance, opportunities and support

 Provide choices

Image courtesy of mehan 
(http://www.zeroatthebone.com/uploaded_images/DSC00324-
735413.jpg) Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 2.5 
Generic (CC BY-NC-ND 2.5) 

UCD Strategies for UCD Strategies for 
InstructionInstruction
Alternate delivery methods

 Face the class and speak clearly.  Avoid using 
pronouns.

Develop visual prompts.

Audio record and burn books.

Use flannel boards, peg boards, blocks, or clay 
to demonstrate.

Assessment Assessment 

 Assess children’s  leaning and 
development.

 Monitor progress

 Use both formal and informal 
observations

Image courtesy of alexanderium 
(http://www.flickr.com/photos/alexanderium
/3803318721/) 2009 Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.0 Generic 
(CC BY-NC-SA 2.0) 

UCD Strategies for UCD Strategies for 
AssessmentAssessment

 Do not limit observation to one day

 Create and maintain student portfolios

 Document assessment with examples of 
student work

 Provide some flexibility in the way in 
which students demonstrate their 
knowledge
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EnvironmentEnvironment

 Create a positive 
classroom climate.

 Build a personalized p
learning environment. 

 Use physical space to 
enhance student 
participation and 
engagement.

Image courtesy of Lighttruth 
(http://www.flickr.com/photos/58648496@N02/5380
522396/) 2009 Attribution-NonCommercial 2.0 
Generic (CC BY-NC 2.0) 

UCD Strategies for the UCD Strategies for the 
EnvironmentEnvironment

◦ Create a community of learners

◦ Create a classroom environment that 
respects and values diversityp y

◦ Ensure that classrooms are accessible

◦ Be aware of ambient noise

◦ Ask students if they can hear and see 
when you’re talking to them

Benefits of Universal DesignBenefits of Universal Design

 Increases access for all
 Encourages students to 

participate and try new 
ideaseas

 Increases retention of all 
students

 Respects individual 
learning styles

Image courtesy of USDAgov 
(http://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/5559
293384/) 2011 Attribution-NoDerivs 2.0 
Generic (CC BY-ND 2.0) 

Diverse LearnersDiverse Learners

Image courtesy of manda walker (http://www.flickr.com/photos/mandawalker79/3445773025/)  
2009 Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.0 Generic (CC BY-NC-SA 2.0) 

DefinitionsDefinitions
 Diverse learners are defined as children 

who have special physical, emotional, 
behavioral, cognitive or linguistic needs 
or whose primary learning modality is 
visual, auditory, tactile or kinesthetic, visual, auditory, tactile or kinesthetic, 
who may require an adaptation in the 
environment, interaction or curriculum 
in order to succeed in their program. 

Source: EEC Regulations 

Special Quest Video Library / Aracelly and Elizabeth
http://76.249.171.46/specialquest/trainingmaterials/searchvideos.lasso

Special Quest VideoSpecial Quest Video

REFLECT

Aracelly and Elizabeth

http://76.249.171.46/specialquest/trainingma
terials/
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Hearing Difficulties Hearing Difficulties 

Type of hearing loss:
 Congenital
 Conductive
 Sensory neural  Sensory-neural 

Image courtesy of seetefl 
(http://www.flickr.com/photos/seetefl/4111987480/) 2009 
Attribution-ShareAlike 2.0 Generic (CC BY-SA 2.0) 

Articulation DisordersArticulation Disorders

 Physical impairments
 Delays in muscle development or 

coordination

Image courtesy of elena’s pantry 
(http://www.flickr.com/photos/elanaspantr
y/2528813508/) 2008 Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs 2.0 Generic 
(CC BY-NC-ND 2.0) 

Fluency DisordersFluency Disorders

7 Ways to Help the Child Who Stutters
Guitar and Edwards
1. Speak with children in an unhurried way, 

pausing frequentlyp g q y
2. Reduce the number of questions you ask
3. Use facial expressions and body language to 

convey listening
4. Set aside a few minutes each day for 

individual attention 

StutteringStuttering

5. Help all members of 
the community to learn 
to take turns talking and 
listeningg
6. Observe the way you 
interact with the child
7. Convey acceptance of 
the child for his/her  
contribution 

Specific Language ImpairmentsSpecific Language Impairments

 Child center conversations
 Verbal mapping
 Linguistic scaffolding
 Series of questions rather than an open Series of questions rather than an open-

ended question 
 Individualized story book reading
 Scaffold language during free play
Print this article and post: 

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/37051?theme=print  

Cognitive ImpairmentsCognitive Impairments

 Focus on level of development rather than 
age

 Provide multiple opportunities to revisit 
learningea g

 Explicitly model new strategies, complex 
language, and vocabulary

 Support children in attending to pragmatic 
competencies

Image courtesy of tomkellyphoto 
(http://www.flickr.com/photos/tkellyphoto/3336431963/) 
2009 Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 2.0 Generic 
(CC BY-NC-ND 2.0) 
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AutismAutism

 Autism is a complex developmental 
disability that typically appears during 
the first three years of life and affects a 
person’s ability to communicate and p y
interact with others.

Autism Society of  America

Image courtesy of ecotist 
(http://www.flickr.com/photos/ekkaia/202161613/) 2006 Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs 2.0 Generic (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0) 

 Simultaneous acquisition of two 
languages occurs when children are 
exposed to both languages from a very 
early age.

Second Language AcquisitionSecond Language Acquisition

y g

 Sequential acquisition occurs when a 
child begins to learn a second language 
after the first language is at least partly 
established.

 Phonology, or the sounds of language
 Vocabulary, or the words of language
 Grammar, or how the words are put 

Five Pieces of the Language Acquisition Five Pieces of the Language Acquisition 
PuzzlePuzzle

together to make sentences in the language
 Discourse, or how sentences are put 

together, for example to tell stories, make 
arguments, or explain how something works

 Pragmatics, or the rules about how to use 
language.                               Tabor 2008

 A longitudinal study of English-speaking 
children from low-income backgrounds 
showed that early language input at home 
and in early childhood settings is 
predictive of literacy abilities in 

Why does language acquisition matter?Why does language acquisition matter?

predictive of literacy abilities in 
kindergarten (Dickinson & Tabor, 2001) 
and that kindergarten abilities are highly 
predictive of fourth-grade reading 
comprehension (Snow, Porche, Tabors, & 
Harris, 2007).

 Children use home language in the 
second language situation

 Children enter a non-verbal period
 Children begin to go public with words 

Learning a Second LanguageLearning a Second Language

and phrases
 Children productively use second 

language to communicate in phrases and 
then in sentences

 Social language
 Academic language

 Expression
 Attention-getting
 Requesting

NonNon--verbal periodverbal period

Image courtesy of katiek 
(http://neweyes.atlblogs.
com/chalk2.html)  2008 
Attribution-
NonCommercial-
NoDerivs 2.5 Generic 
(CC BY-NC-ND 2.5) 

Requesting
 Protesting
 Joking 
 Responding to questions (non-verbally)
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 Help children join small groups 
to play

 Provide children with some 
words or phrases
E  th  hild  d 

Social and Cognitive ProcessesSocial and Cognitive Processes

 Encourage other children and 
adults to give some feedback on 
what works and what does not

 Promote peer tutoring
 Children need to count on adults 

and other children to help break 
through the social isolation

Image courtesy of pere 
(http://www.flickr.com/photo
s/pere/523019984/) 2007 
Attribution-
NonCommercial-
ShareAlike 2.0 Generic 
(CC BY-NC-SA 2.0) 

What are your next steps? What are your next steps? 

 Think about one child you 
know with diverse learning 
needs.

 Design a plan using universal  Design a plan using universal 
design principles to support 
the child’s full participation and 
development.

 Share the plan with your 
colleagues.

Image courtesy of Bruno Monginoux 
(http://www.landscape-photo.net/albums/Sea-coast-
beach-island/normandy-littoral/etretat/normal_Stairs-on-
Amont-cliff-Etretat.jpg) Paternité - Pas d’Utilisation 
Commerciale - Pas de Modification 2.0 France (CC 
BY-NC-ND 2.0) 
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