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Reaction Time Measurement Experimenter:
hold here

How to measure the Subject’s Reaction Time:

You will measure the time it takes the Subject to
catch the paper after it has been dropped by the
Experimenter.

1) Experimenter holds the paper by the spot
indicated. Let the paper hang down freely. !
0 !

2) Subject holds her finger and thumb right near the “0” = s—
as close to the paper as she can without touching it. 0
Line up the middle of your thumb nail with the “0": —

3) Without telling the Subject, the Experimenter drops the
paper.

4) As soon as the Subject sees the paper start to drop, she
closes her finger and thumb to catch the paper as it falls.

5) The longer it takes for the Subject to catch the paper,
the farther it falls™.

6) You can then read the Subject’s reaction time by s
looking at the position of their thumb on the scale !
to the right. The example shown indicates a =

reaction time of about 165 ms (in between the 160 and
170 marks).

Subject:

e Start here (finger and thumb close
to, but not touching, the paper).

* Line up the middle of your thumb
nail with the “0” line.

e Catch it when the experimenter
drops it.

* Acceleration due to gravity is 32 feet per second per
second. Therefore, the distance fallen (in inches)
=192 x (time in seconds)’.
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TNVEETERRATE NERUOUS SESTEMS
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